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Responses to Comments from the Sierra Club - Santa Lucia Chapter

36-1. Contrary to the commenter’s opinion, the EIR does not dismiss points of contention and
significant impacts.  As required by CEQA, the EIR includes a list of known areas of
controversy, including the practice of land application of biosolids.  Additionally, the EIR
thoroughly evaluates the environmental effects of implementing the proposed GO and
identifies the level of significance before and after mitigation.

36-2. The commenter’s opinion regarding inclusion of the Modified GO as an alternative and the
selection of the Modified GO as the environmentally superior alternative are noted.  State
CEQA Guidelines Section 15126.6(a) states that an EIR should describe a range of
reasonable alternatives to the project which would feasibly attain most of its basic
objectives and would avoid or substantially lessen any of the proposed project’s significant
effects.  Based on the analysis prepared for the EIR, the Modified GO Alternative was
selected because it meets the project objectives and reduces the level of significance for
impacts resulting from the implementation of the proposed GO.  Because this alternative
would result in the least environmental impacts, it was selected as the environmentally
superior alternative.

36-3. Exclusion of toxic substances from EPA’s Part 503 regulations does not mean that these
compounds were not evaluated.  On the contrary; EPA conducted risk assessments on 10
synthetic organic compounds.  The risk assessment concluded that the risk to public health
and the environment was negligible.  Reports on the inadequacies were reviewed as part
of the draft EIR process and found to lack sufficient scientific basis.

36-4. The commenter’s opinion is noted.  SWRCB staff believes the EIR fully complies with the
intent of CEQA and provides an adequate basis for formal decision making.  The SWRCB
has acted in good faith regarding this EIR and feels its proposed regulations can protect
human and animal health and the environment.
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